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Introduction 


Private Family Visiting is a program established by 
The Correctional Service of Canada to provide eligi- 
ble inmates of federal penitentiaries with the priv- 
ilege of having extended private visits with mem- 
bers of their families. 


The goal of the program is the maintenance of 
family ties and the preparation of inmates for their 
return to life in the community outside the 
penitentiaries. 


The Program 


Normally, family visits will be allowed once every 
three months for periods up to approximately 72 
hours for medium security inmates and up to ap- 
proximately 48 hours for maximum security in- 
mates. The actual frequency and duration of visits, 
however, will be determined by the number of in- 
mates participating in the program and the facilities 
available at the institution. 


Inmates are eligible to participate if they: 


@ have been in the institution for a period of six 
months 


® are not participating in a day parole or unescorted 
temporary absence program 


@ are not in special handling units or punitive 
dissociation 


e have not been convicted of an institutional of- 
fence in the recent past (serious offence for six 
months, minor offence for three months). 


A visit may be ended at any time during the visit- 
ing period at the request of either the visitors or the 
inmate for personal, medical or other reasons. In- 
stitutional staff may also terminate a visit at any time 
for the security and safety of the inmates and 
visitors. 


Visits will be conducted in special family visiting 
units located inside the penitentiary in an area 
providing as much privacy as possible. The fully 
furnished units will have at least two bedrooms as 
well as a living room, kitchen and bathroom. 


_ Arecreation area with playground equipment will 
be provided for children. A limited number of 
games and toys will also be available. 


The following family members are eligible to par- 
ticipate in the program: wife, husband, common- 
law partners, children, parents, foster-parents, 
brothers, sisters, grandparents and, in special 
cases, in-laws. 


A common-law relationship will be recognized 
only if the following conditions are met: 


® a common-law partner means a person who, at 
the time of the inmate's current incarceration, 
lived and manifested an intention of continuing 
to live together permanently with the inmate as 
husband and wife even though they were not 
married and was recognized as his/her spouse in 
the community in which they lived 


® the inmate must be able to prove that the above 
condition existed for a minimum period of six 
months immediately prior to his/her present 
conviction 


® married inmates whose marriage has dissolved 
and who have recognized common-law relation- 
ship with another spouse, shall be allowed to 
participate in a private family visit with the com- 
mon-law spouse, if such a visit is recommended 
and approved by the Correctional Service 


® common-law spouses under the age of eighteen 
will not be allowed to participate in the program. 


The number of family members who will be al- 
lowed to visit at one time will be directly related to 
the facilities available. 


The Procedures 

Visitors, identified as participants, will be inter- 
viewed by representatives of the Correctional Ser- 
vice when an application by an inmate for a family 
visit is being processed. 


Family members who wish to take part in the 
program will be asked to provide the interviewer 
with recent photographs of themselves, which will 
be forwarded to the institution for easy identifica- 
tion on visiting days. 


Proof of marriage and age will also be required 
through marriage and birth certificates. In cases of 
common-law partners, proof will be required to 
verify that the relationships existed for a minimum 
of six months prior to the inmates’ current period of 
incarceration. At the time of the visit, a “Declaration 
of Common-Law Union” must be completed and 
signed by inmates and their common-law spouses. 


A “Statement of Voluntary Participation” must be 
signed by all visitors. This declaration signifies that 
the visitors agree to abide by all rules and regula- 
tions of the program and accept full responsibility 
for the visit. 


The Visit 


Visiting family members will be subject to the 
normal search procedures which may be con- 
ducted for contact visiting. All articles and personal 
belongings accompanying the visitors will be sub- 
ject to a thorough search. 


Inmates will be thoroughly searched before and 

after each visit. During the visit, inmates will be 
permitted to wear leisure clothing as approved by 
the institution. 
The visiting compound will be fenced off from the 
rest of the institution. If there is more than one unit 
in the compound, visiting between families will be 
permitted only in the outside recreational area and 
not inside assigned visiting units. Inmates and their 
visitors will be required to remain inside the visiting 
compound for the duration of the visit. 


Each family visiting unit will have a telephone 
with a direct line to a security control unit in the 
institution. This will allow two-way communications 
at all times. 


Inmates will be required to present themselves 
for counts at least three times a day (more if re- 
quired by the institution) and a staff member will 
visit the facility at least twice a day after giving the 
family at least ten minutes notice that a visit is to 
take place. : 

When a visit is concluded, visitors will be es- 
corted to the search area where they and their be- 
longings will be searched prior to leaving the 
institution. At this time visitors will pick up car keys 
or other items held for them during the visit. 


Family Responsibilities 


It is the responsibility of visitors to arrive at the 
institution on time for the visit and to provide their 
own transportation to and from the institution. 


The institution will provide the food for the visit; 
however, the costs for meals supplied to visitors are 
to be paid for by the inmate and his family. 


Family members are responsible at all times for 
the supervision of children participating in the visit. 


Breakage or destruction of any property, furniture 
or utensils will be charged to the inmate. 


At the end of each visit, the inmate and his/her 
visitors will be required to restore the visiting unit to 
its original condition of cleanliness using cleaning 
material provided by the institution. This cleaning 
shall include but is not necessarily limited to ensur- 
ing that: 


® all dishes, cutlery and utensils are washed, dried, 
properly stored and/or ready for inventory 


® the stove is clean 

® the refrigerator is empty and clean 

® the kitchen sink, counter top and table are clean 
® the bathroom sink, tub and flush are clean 


® dresser drawers are clean and bed stripped 


@ all floors are vacuumed 


® all laundry is dealt with in accordance with institu- 
tional instructions 


@ all unused food is placed in the garbage 


@ all garbage is bagged and placed in proper con- 
tainers \ 


@ all personal articles are ready for removal. 


Procedures regarding the above requirements 
may vary by institution. 


Regulations and Penalties 


Inmates who have been convicted of a serious 
institutional offence in the past six months or a 
minor institutional offence in the past three months 
are not eligible to participate in the Private Family 
Visiting Program. 


For minor breaches of the rules governing the 
Private Family Visiting Program, an inmate may for- 
feit one or more vists by his/her family. 


For the introduction of contraband materials into 
the institution through the program, an inmate will 
have his family visiting privilege suspended for two 
years. 


If weapons or instruments designed to aid in the 
process of escaping or taking hostages are brought 
into the institution through the program, the in- 
mate responsible will lose private family visiting 
privileges for the duration of his/her sentence. In 
such cases there will be a review after two years and 
yearly thereafter. 


The infractions described above may also lead to 
criminal charges being laid against a visitor. 


Important Notes 


Alcohol in any form is considered to be con- 
traband and is strictly forbidden. 


Drugs other than those prescribed by a doctor are 
strictly forbidden. Medication requirements should 
be made known during the pre-visit interview, at 
which time the procedures for handling such drugs 
will be explained. 


Money in excess of that needed for travel ex- 
penses should not be brought to the institution. 


_ Do not bring appliances such as hair dryers, curl- 
ing irons, hair setters, clothes irons, alarm clocks, 
radios, etc. 


' Children’s toys, dolls and stuffed animals will not 
be allowed into the institution. Certain games and 
toys will be available in the visiting units. 


Many items in common use in homes will not be 
permitted in the institution. Examples of the types 
of items which should not be brought to the institu- 
tion for use during a private family visit are the 
following: 


® nail polish, nail polish remover 
® glue of any kind 
@ jewellery in excess of a watch and wedding ring 
® hair spray and hair colour preparation kits. 
The final decision on items to be allowed into the 


family visiting compound rests with the institution 
Staff. 


Visit Follow-up 


Interviews will be conducted with inmates and 
their visitors after each visit to determine how par- 
ticipants feel about the visit and their willingness to 
participate in future visits. 
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